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The American legion 

For god and country 

94 W. Park Dr                                        Post 28                                864-253-0376 

Spartanburg, SC  29304                                                                               al28sc.org 

AUGUST 2019                             NEWSLETTER  jonsagester82@yahoo.com 

President Donald J. Trump signs S. 504, the Let Everyone Get Involved in          

Opportunities for National Service (LEGION) Act Tuesday, July 30, 2019, in the 

Oval Office of the White House. Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour  

LEGION ACT SIGNED INTO LAW 

In a significant legislative victory for The American Legion, President Trump signed 

a bill July 30 that declares the United States has been in a state of war since Dec. 

7, 1941. 
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The American Legion sought the declaration as a way to honor approximately 

1,600 U.S. servicemembers who were killed or wounded during previously         

undeclared periods of war. 

The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service 

Act) also opens the door for approximately 6 million veterans to access American 

Legion programs and benefits for which they previously had not been eligible. 

“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the right thing to do and  it 

is long overdue,” National Commander Brett Reistad said. “The families of those 

who were killed or wounded during these wartime acts should take pride in 

knowing that we recognize their sacrifice and service. Moreover, we are proud to 

welcome any of the six million livingveterans from the previously unrecognized 

periods into our organization and call them ‘Legionnaires.’” 

Now that the legislation has been signed, The American Legion’s eligibility criteria 

immediately changes from seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, 

and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by the federal government. No other 

restrictions to American Legion membership are changed. 

The law’s journey began on Feb. 14 when Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., introduced 

S. 504, along with Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, was 

introduced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-Calif., and Ben Cline, R-Va. 

Reistad expressed gratitude to the bipartisan members of Congress for passing 

the legislation. 

“We are grateful that President Trump fully acknowledges the importance of The 

American Legion by signing the LEGION Act in the White House today – just one 

week after it passed the House of Representatives,” Reistad said. “In an era of  

partisan gridlock, Republicans and Democrats in Congress overwhelmingly        

recognized the importance of allowing thousands of honorable but previously    

ineligible veterans the right to join the largest and most influential veterans         

https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law#
https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law#
https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law#
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organization in the country.” 

Reistad pointed out that existing American Legion membership applications are in 

the process of being updated but can still be used. “In the meantime, I                

recommend that prospective Legionnaires and recruiters write ‘LEGION Act’ in the        

eligibility date section of American Legion membership applications if they fall 

outside the previous war eras,” Reistad said. “The larger pool of veterans now    

eligible for The American Legion will also open their family members to eligibility 

in the Sons of the American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary as well.” 

Commander Post 28       

Carroll Owings 

COMMANDERS COMMENTS 

 As your commander going into my fourth year I would like 

to thank you for all your support over the last three years.  I 

would like to thank all the officers and volunteers that worked 

to make me look good.   

 I have been talking to the officers and we have a lot of 

good ideas for the coming year.  As always, if you have any     

ideas, or anything I can help you with, you can reach me any-

time (864-541-3057.)   

  Post 28

Jim Harbison 

ADJUTANTS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 I would like to thank all our members who have paid 

their 2020 dues early this year.  The sooner I get this out of 

the way the sooner I can do something else. 

  We will be needing a lot of help with the 400 Legion 

Riders coming to Post 28 for lunch August 20th, at 11:00  

until 2:00pm.  They are on their way to Shelby, NC and then 

on to the 101st American Legion National Convention in   

Indianapolis, IN 

 

https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signed-law#
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NOTE:    ALL MEMBERS CARS SHOULD BE PARKED IN THE BASEBALL FIELD    

PARKING LOT AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE LEGION ON AUGUST 20, 2019.  WE WILL 

NEED ALL OUR PARKING SPACE AT THE LEGION FOR THE 400 MOTORCYCLES.- 

 Anyone interested in HAM Radio here at Post 28 should leave a message for 

Calvin Bridges (KJ4HGT) at the Post:  864-253-0376. 

NOTE:    THE POST 28 OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED AUGUST 5th—10th WHILE           

OFFICERS ARE ON THE NEW YORK TRIP, BUT THE POST WILL REMAIN OPEN 

10AM TIL 2PM WEEKDAYS. 

DMV LICENSES AND 

IDs HAVE CHANGED 

On, or after, October 1, 2020 you will need a  

“Real ID,” to do the following: 

 Board a domestic or commercial flight 

 Visit a military installation 

 Enter a Secure Federal  Institution   

          How do you get a “Real ID?”  Take the following items to your local Division 

of Motor Vehicles, (DMV.) 

  Birth Certificate 

  Social Security Card 

  Two proofs of current physical address  (Drivers License and a letter 

  with your address on it.) 

 Cost is $25 fee. 
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 For further information contact the SC DMV at 864-896-5000 or website:          

www.scdmvonline.com.  You can also contact Ed Hall at Post 28 any weekday from 

10:00am—2:00pm. 

 

2020 COUPON BOOKS AVAILABLE AT POST 28 

 Post 28 has received the new Coupon Books 

for 2020 and you can save  nearly twice as much 

if you purchase yours soon.   

 There is a small amount of 2019 books still 

available at the Post and if you purchase a 2020 

book, the Post will give you a 2019 book free.  

That means you have six months to use the 2019 

coupons before they expire on December 31, 2019, and then you can start using 

the 2020 coupons.   

 Each book provides over $100 worth of coupons in each book.  That’s quite 

a savings when the cost of the 2020 book is only $20.00, and you have six months 

to use the coupons in the free 2019 book. 

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR A HAM RADIO 

OPERATION AT POST 28  

 According to Calvin Bridges, (KJ4HGT)  plans are underway to form an        

Amateur Radio Group at Post 28.  Eight people have shown an interest and met at 

the Post on July 25 to see what they have for a Radio Shack at the Post. 

 So far the group has coaxial cables, guy wire and a few kitchen items for 

snacks and drinks.  They are looking for, or plan on purchasing a good vertical    

antenna to get the group on the air.  Some wire antennas have been discussed as 



 6 

well.   They also will be needing mast poles for antenna mounts.  They are now 

looking at locations for antennas to be erected. 

                      If you are a Ham Radio Operator, know anyone with a Ham               

license or you would be interested, call the Post (864-253-0376) during the hours 

of 10AM to 2PM weekdays, and leave a message for Calvin  Bridges to contact 

you.  

 “Once we have our radio shack up and running,” Bridges notes, “we’ll        

apply for a station license for our communications center.”    

 For those who do not hold an FCC Operator’s License, you will be able to 

come into the post radio shack and operate a radio with a licensed operator in 

the room with you. 

82-YEAR-OLD BUILDING 

NEEDS HELP 

John Barron   

repairs soft 

spots in the 

floor of the 

main hall at the 

Post. 

 

 

 

 

 

WOOD BURNS FASTER WHEN YOU HAVE TO CUT AND CHOP IT     

YOURSELF.                                                                                                                    

  HARRISON FORD 
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THEY’RE COMING YOU KNOW! 

 Approximately 400 motorcyclists will   

 be rolling into town on the 20th of this  

20th of this month just to have lunch and 

visit a little. 

 They are the American Legion Riders 

And they will  be on their 14th Legacy Run. 

 The Legion Riders raise funds for  

 children’s hospitals, schools, veterans homes, severely wounded service         

members, and scholarships.   The  Legacy Scholarship Fund was established to   

ensure higher education is a possibility for children whose parents lost their lives 

while serving our country. 

 Beginning with the 2017 award year, The American Legion expanded the 

scholarships to include children of VA rated, post 9/11 veterans with a combined 

disability rating of 50% or higher.   The Legion and Legion Riders offer support 

through the Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

 This year the riders will meet and depart from Post 347 in Lady Lake, Florida, 

the largest American Legion Post in the World.  Starting on August 18, they will 

ride five days and end up at Post 64 in Indianapolis, IN, home of the National 

Headquarters of the American Legion and is also the host city for the Legions’ 

101st National Convention starting August 22, 2019. 

 The main purpose of the ride is to deliver funds collected from posts all 

across the country and deliver it at the national convention.  Along the way they 

will visit several cities and posts, including Post 28 in Spartanburg on August 20th 

where they will partake of a lunch provided by the Post. 

 There are two  ways to join in on the festivities, even if you don’t ride a      
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motorcycle.  One way is to volunteer a few hours on August 19, and or 20 to help 

set up, serve and clean up at the lunch.  Although the lunch will be provided, 

there will still be many things to be done. 

 If you can’t participate during the visit, you can still be a meaningful            

Legionnaire by making a donation to the scholarship fund.  In 2018 the Legacy Run 

raised a record $1,300,804, the fifth straight year the ride has raised more than  

$1 million.  If you’re willing to contribute, please send to, or drop it off with       

Adjutant Jim Harbison at Post 28 before August 20. 

 

 

 

 

SPARTANBURG  AMERICAN LEGION  

POST 28 OFFICERS FOR 2019-2020 

 COMMANDER    CARROLL OWINGS                                        

 1st VICE  COMMANDER  JOHN BARRON                                           

 2nd VICE COMMANDER  LEAH WHITE                                               

 ADJUTANT     JIM HARBISON                                            

 FINANCE OFFICER   TOLLIE ROSS                                      

 MEMBERSHIP    JIM HARBISON                                           

 SERVICE OFFICER   CHARLES LANDEN                             

 CHAPLAIN     BEN LINEBERRY                                              

 HISTORIAN/CURATOR  ED HALL                                                       

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS   BOB GREENE 



 9 

THE NEAR FUTURE 

 AUGUST 

  3  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting 

  Breakfast  9:15am  ($5.00) Meeting  10:00am 

  5—9  New York Trip   

  The Office will be closed, but the Post will remain open weekdays from 10am until 2 pm 

  9—10  Unit 28 Auxiliary Yard Sale  9:00am—3:00pm 

  Proceeds to help send local girls to American Legion Girls State 

  14-16  Sell Coupon Books at WalMart & Bi-Lo 

  17  Honor Guard Practice   9:30am   

   20  Post 28 provides lunch for Legion Riders Legacy Ride  11:00am 

  SEPTEMBER 

  2  LABOR DAY 

  2  Post 28 Board Meeting     6:00pm 

  7  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting 

  Breakfast 9:15am  ($5.00)      Meeting 10:00am 

  14  Unit 28 Auxiliary Fashion Show    11:00am —2:00pm 

  17  Honor Guard Practice    9:30am 

  20  Hamburger/Bingo Night   $10 for Hamburger Dinner 

  30  Post 28 Board Meeting    6:00pm 

 OCTOBER 

    5  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting 

  Breakfast 9:15am  ($5.00 Donation)  Meeting 10:00am 

  18  Hamburger/Bingo Night    $10 for Hamburger Dinner 

  19  Honor Guard Practice    9:30am 

  28  Post 28 Board Meeting     6:00pm 

  31  HALLOWEEN 
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POST 28 FLYING CAMP TEACHES BASICS 

 For the past several years Ed Hall has been holding a flying camp at Post 28, 

and this year was no exception. 

 During the week-long camp he teaches elementary school children the              

basic elements of flight, and then teaches them how to build their own rubber 

band driven model plane.  Construction of the plane is followed by test flying their 

handiwork.  Hall has each child wind his rubber band 300 twists, and then launch 

it to see which students’ plane can fly the highest and longest. 

Nine-year-old Zane 

Smith prepares to 

launch the model 

plane he built  

himself at the 

American Legion 

Post 28 Flying 

Zane Smith watches as his 

plane flies high and banks to 

the left. 

Ed Hall shows Zane Smith the 

proper way to launch a rubber 

band driven model plane 

Zane Smith works on 

making his own model 


