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Jon Sagester 

    MEET THE NEW KID ON THE BLOCK   

    It is with a mixture of sadness and anticipation that I write 

   this as I have been asked to replace a man that is irreplaceable.  

   At the June meeting of Post 28 Tony Messel announced he  

   would no longer be able to produce the Post Newsletter because 

   he has been diagnosed with lung cancer.  

 I say he is irreplaceable be-

cause he is the kind of Legion 

member who, when he hears that 

something needs to be done, he 

goes ahead and does it.  Then, 

when he’s finished he looks 

around and says, “Anything else 

need doing?” 

 He has been the editor of 

the Post 28 Newsletter for the 

past six years. He has also been 

overseer of the concession stand 

at nearly every Legion Baseball home game at Duncan Park for the same amount 

of time.   

 Tony served in the US Air Force for 20 years, retiring in 1978 as a Combat 

Aircraft Loadmaster. 

Tony Messel, chief cook and bottle washer at Tony’s Curveball 

Café. 
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 He’s not quitting the American Legion, he’s just slowing down a little be-

cause of his health.     

 Since joining the Post last year I have been trying to help Tony by providing 

photos of various Legion activities for the newsletter.  Consequently, he asked if I 

would be interested in taking over the job of editor.  Having had some experience 

with newswriting I agreed to try. 

 Me and my qualifications:  I was born in the midsection of Ohio.  Following 

high school and facing the draft I took my father’s advice. 

 He asked me if I enjoyed my mother’s cooking, and I naturally said yes.  He 

then asked if I enjoyed sleeping on clean sheets.  And again, I said yes.  So he said 

I should join the Navy or the Air Force, but stay out of the Army or Marines.  Thus 

began my 24 year career in the U.S. Navy as a Photographer/Photojournalist.  I re-

tired in 1978 and followed with a number of newspaper jobs in Virginia, Texas and 

North Carolina.  It took me a long time to get to South Carolina, but I finally made 

it. 

 If you have some interesting tidbit that you think other members would en-

joy, please send them in.  If you have criticisms, constructive or otherwise, send 

them along.  No one would take on a task of this magnitude and expect everyone 

to agree completely with what’s printed.  If you have questions or comments you 

can call me at the Post on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10am til 2 pm.  The 

number is 864-253-0376. 

 Or you can e-mail me at:  jonsagester82@yahoo.com  I know that I occasion-

ally receive things through the internet that I have absolutely no interest in read-

ing.  So, regrettably, if the Post Newsletter falls into that category for you, call or   

e-mail me and say so.  I will reluctantly remove your name from the mailing list. 

. Enough about me.  On to things that matter. 

                               

Q:  WHY DID THE YOUNG MAN THROW THE ALARM CLOCK OUT OF THE WINDOW? 

A:  BECAUSE HE WANTED TO SEE TIME FLY. 
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 COMMANDERS COMMENTS 

 I would like to thank all of the supporters that I have 

had during my time as Commander of the American Legion, 

Post 28. 

 A huge thanks to my officers and support staff for 

making me look good.  As I go into my fourth years as     

Commander, I would ask for your continued support.  We 

have accomplished a great deal and we have more things to 

accomplish. 

 As always, if anyone has any questions or concerns, 

my door is always open.  I look forward to serving you and 

the Post during the coming year. 

 ADJUTANT’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 We have a lot going on here at the Post Home. 

 One thing is that on July 8 all the lighting in the  halls 

and Offices will be replaced with LED lighting which gives the 

Post a large savings in the power bill. 

 Next, on July 11 the Brick Memorial Walkway and the 

Confederate Monument will be cleaned and sealed. 

 Of course our Baseball program is going well.  Our  Jun-

ior team is in First Place with a 12-3 record.  Find out when 

and where they are in the State Playoffs and come out  to 

support our teams. 

 Our Senior team is also in the State Playoffs and we hope they go far. 

 Nearly 400 motorcyclists will be stopping by Post 28 for lunch on August 20.  

The American Legion Riders will be on their 14th Legacy Run, starting at Post 347 

in Lady Lake, Florida, the largest Post in the World, and finishing at the 101st      

National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Post 28 Commander 

Carroll Owings 

POST 28    ADJUTANT 

JIM HARBISON 
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 The purpose of the Legacy Run is to deliver funds collected by Legion Riders 

all across the country for the purpose of providing scholarships to children who 

have had a parent die while on active military service since Sept. 11, 2001, or have 

served since 9/11 and have a 50% or more disability rating from the Veterans     

Administration.  In past years they have collected and donated over $1million each 

year. 

 After stopping in Spartanburg they will escort the National Commander to 

the American Legion World Series in Shelby, North Carolina.  

 Any member who is willing to give a few hours on August 19 or 20 to help set 

up and serve these deserving riders is asked to call Adjutant Jim Harbison any 

weekday between the hours of 10 am and 2 pm.     

  

The American Astronaut John Glenn is quoted as saying, “One thought kept 

crossing my mind.  Every part of this rocket was supplied by the lowest bidder.” 

 

A THOUGHT ABOUT HELPING 

 Those of you who attend the monthly meetings have probably never thought 

about the preparations that go into those meetings.  A dedicated few makes sure 

the floor has been swept, and the tables and chairs have been set up.  Another 

few see to it that the breakfast is cooked and ready by 9:30 am.  And I don’t        

believe anyone can complain about the quality of those breakfasts.  Someone else 

makes sure there’s coffee and juice ready. 

 Have you noticed how neat the road is leading to the Post lately?  For the 

most part that is the work of one volunteer. 

 And have you ever attended an American Legion Post 28 baseball game at 

Duncan Park?  There you will see the dedicated efforts of several men who believe 

in the Legion, and the young men who benefit from their efforts, some working 

five nights a week during the baseball season. 
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 The point of this is, there is a very few out of 473 or more members of Post 

28 who believe it is worth a few hours of their time to see that the true meaning 

of the American Legion is carried on in Spartanburg, SC. 

 Now I understand that a large percentage of those 400+ members have 

passed through their 70s, and truly enjoy their time of retirement.  Also, many 

years ago when they were serving their country they were told to, “Never         

volunteer for anything!” 

 Things are different today.  We are now living in an age of volunteerism.  Try 

it, you’ll like it.  It’s a hell of a lot better than watching Days of Our Lives on TV. 

 If not, then come by the Post anyway, Monday through Friday, 10-2.  The 

coffee’s always hot and it’s doesn’t cost anything.  You most likely will find     

someone talking about, “The Good Ole Days.” 

  

According to Irish-American Comedian Spike Milligan:  “The only way to avoid       

seasickness is to sit under a tree.”  

NEW MEMBERS                                    

GREGORY R. BROWN  US AIR FORCE 

                        RYAN D. EDWARDS                   US MARINES 

                    CLOVIS S. EVANS         US ARMY 

                    ADRIAN T. GREGLEY        US ARMY 

                    CHARLES E. GLANCE        US ARMY  

           JOSEPH C. KIRSH         US AIR FORCE 

          JAMES H. MILLER         US ARMY 

          VICTOR M. MONTGOMERY    US AIR FORCE 

                    DAVID S. MULLIANAY        US AIR FORE 

                    DAVID C. SAVAGE                   US NAVY 

                  ROBY R. TERRIAN          US ARMY 
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                        AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL  

 The regular season has drawn to a close and the Spartanburg Post 28 Senior 

and Junior teams have proven they’re ready to take the next step. 

 The following is a current list of when and where the first round of playoff 

games will be held. 
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  The players are doing their part so come out and cheer them on.  They 

really thrive on the encouragement they get from the fans. 

 Also, consider helping out at the ballpark during the playoffs.  If you can 

spend an evening selling tickets, making hotdogs, or the myriad other things that 

happen before, during and after a ballgame please contact the Post 28 Athletic  

Director John Barron at 864-285-4037. 

  HONOR GUARD PERFORMS ON JULY 4th

 The Post 28 Honor Guard presented the flags at Spartanburg’s  

Extravaganza, Red, White & Boom, on July 4th in Barnet Park.  The many          

hundreds who attended seemed to enjoy the festivities, especially the fireworks. 
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                             THE NEAR FUTURE 

JULY 

8  Lighting in Post to be replaced with LED  

8 Baseball Playoff-Duncan Park-Rock Hill vs Spartanburg-Junior Team-7:30 pm 

9      Baseball Playoff-At Inman-Spartanburg vs Inman-Junior Team-7:30pm 

10   Baseball Playoff-Duncan Park-Inman vs Spartanburg-Senior Team-7pm  

11  Memorial Walkway and Confederate Monument cleaned and sealed 

11      Baseball Playoff-At Inman-Spartanburg vs Inman-Senior Team-7pm 

11  Baseball Playoff-Duncan Park-Rock Hill vs Spartanburg-Junior Team-7:30pm 

12  Baseball Playoff-Duncan Park-Inman vs Spartanburg-Senior Team-7pm 

22—26  Table Top Warfare class on “Battle of Gettysburg— July 1863” 

 

AUGUST 

3  Post 28 Legion and Ladies Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting                         

  Breakfast 9:15am ($5.00)  Meeting  10am 

5 –9   New York Trip  

9 - 10 Post 28 Ladies Auxiliary Yard Sale 

20   Lunch For Approximately 400 Legion Riders At Post 28 

SEPTEMBER 

7  Post 28 Legio and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting                                      

  Breakfast 9:15am ($5.00)  Meeting  10am 

14  Post 28 Ladies Auxiliary Fashion Show   11am to 2 pm 

 It’s taken me 83 years to develop these special skills. 

 It takes real skill to choke on air; fall up stairs; and trip over nothing. 

 I have those skills 
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 Post 28 to commemorate  

156th anniversary of the  battle of Gettysburg. 

 The American Legion Post 28 will commemorate the 156th Anniversary of 

the “Battle of Gettysburg—July 1863” in a class on tabletop warfare. 

 Ben Lineberry will be the instructor for this class which will be held at the 

American Legion Post 28, 94 W. Park Drive, Spartanburg, SC  29306.  The building 

is located just past the Duncan Park Baseball Stadium. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Class size will be approximately 14-16.  For more information, or to register 

for the class, call the Post at 864-253-0376, any weekday between the hours of 

10am and 2pm. 

 The class, “Battle of Gettysburg—July 1863” will meet from July 22-July 26, 

2019.  The time will be from 10:30am—12:30pm.  Cost for the class will be $30, 

($20 for members of the American Legion.)  The funds will go towards sending 

boys to the American Legion Boys State next year. 

BARBARA WRIGHT INSTALLED 

AS PRESIDENT OF POST 28 

LADIES AUXILIARY 

 Geneva Padgett, (left) installation officer of the Post 

28 Ladies Auxiliary, installed Barbara Wright as President 

of the Auxiliary recently. 

 This marks Barbara Wright’s third term as President 

the American Legion Post 28 Ladies Auxiliary. 

               POST ENERGY FUND 

 Be advised that Duke Power is working on a 10%-15% increase in billing. 

 This may require the Post to increase our “Energy Annual Donation” from 

$25 to $30. 

 Our current energy, water and gas expense is on, or about $8,000 per year.  

Energy statements will be mailed out around 1 November 2019. 

 The Brick Walk has only 300 spaces available.  When it is full our walk will 

have 2,000 memorial bricks in place. 

 Price for members is still $25 for a small brick, and $50 for a large one. 

See Ed Hall for information or brick orders  

 ***THAT’S IT FOR THIS MONTH*** 

 


