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AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR DESERVING FAMILIES
The headline is their purpose for being. The Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg currently builds approximately seven houses per year and hopes to increase that to 12 per year.
They have built 137 houses since their inception in 1987. They are currently working on four
houses with the help of volunteers.
During the February Post 28 meeting
Charlene Lyle, Carrie Vaughn and Sarah
Burnett gave a comprehensive talk about
what Habitat for Humanity is, and what it’s
about.
They explained the houses are not
given away, but the applicants are screened
for their need, ability to pay $350-$400 per
month on an interest-free mortgage, and their
ability and willingness to volunteer with HabiCharlene Lyle, Volunteer and Board Memtat for a specific amount of time.
ber of Spartanburg Habitat for Humanity,
They noted that the mortgage payments
Carrie Vaughn, Volunteer Coordinator,
and Sarah Burnett, Family Services Coor- go to help in the cost of building the next
dinator were the featured speakers at the house.
February membership meeting.
They also said the money received from

the Habitat’s Restore, a nonprofit thrift store on
South Pine Street, pays nearly all their administration costs.
The ladies stressed that none of the above is possible without the wholehearted help of
their group of regular volunteers, most of whom are retired folks, who enjoy spending their
time building affordable homes for deserving people.
The volunteers work on new home construction individually, or in groups, on half or full
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day shifts every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. They also work on critical home repair projects as needed year round.
At the restore facility the volunteers work from 9am to 5pm every Tuesday through Saturday.
They further explained that volunteers need not be experts at building as they have supervisors on hand to help teach each phase of home building.
They explained there is never too many volunteers, and they are constantly in need of
people willing to help. It was also explained that occasionally, businesses will shut down and
their whole complement of employees will spend a day or two helping.
Reiterating that no experience is necessary, people willing to spend some time helping
should contact Carrie Vaughn, Volunteer Coordinator at (864) 707-0230, of e-mail at
carrie.vaughn@habitatspartanburg.org.

LET’S PLAY NINE!
Many people would jump at that statement, unless they’re a
veteran with physical or mental disabilities. Until recently there
wasn’t a lot they could do about it.
Now there is an organization who’s purpose for being is to
remedy that. The Upstate Carolina Adaptive (UCAG) founded by Brandon Worley, was established to help veterans who struggle with disabilities by providing the opportunity and the resources for individuals with physical, cognitive or sensory impairments to enhance and improve their lives by learning, playing and enjoying the game of golf.
Speaking at last month’s membership meeting,
Worley, and UCAG Board Member, and Post 28 member Jody Stedman explained how veterans can play 18
holes of golf free at 11 area courses. Although cart fees
are not included, they explained carts can be rented for
$7.00 to $12.00.
Veterans should RSVP by calling Stedman at
(864) 316-0523.
To contact Brandon Worley call, (864) 448-4997,
or E-mail at, ucagnow@gmail.com.
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COMMANDERS COMMENTS
I apologize, but we had to cancel the trip to Gettysburg and Hershey,
PA. this month. We just couldn’t get enough who were able to go.
However, there are other exciting trips planned for the near future. Stay
tuned.
The monthly Bingo game date is questionable for March because of
use of the building conflict. Call the Post for final decision on date.

u

The annual fund raising magazine is progressing nicely. We plan to
Commander Post 28 send it to the priter this week. Everyone is encouraged to come by the
Carroll Owings
Post in about two weeks and pick a few copies. You are asked to leave
copies of the magazine in various offices, ie; Doctors, Dentists, Lawyers,
etc.
A special Thank You goes out to Ed Hall, Tom Lawson and Bob Greene who did an outstanding job of getting advertising in the magazine. Also, a big Thank You to the 12 sponsors
who donated $300 each towards the Palmetto Boys State this year. As a reminder, the magazine is our main effort in obtaining funds for Boys State.
And of course we are still looking for more donations.
I am always looking for new ideas and suggestions, and my phone and office door is always available to you. Please contact me if there is any member, or veteran who might need
our help. Also, let me know if any member is having medical problems.
For God and Country,

Carroll Owings

ADJUTANTS ANNOUNCEMENT
From the Adjutants Corner—As I think of retirement I’m of a mind
to ask each of you Legionnaires to be as helpful to the new administration
as you have been to me and the Legion these past 20 years.
Some of our tasks have not been easy but very fulfilling, such as;
1– Changing from Thursday night meeting Saturday morning meetings
has increased our attendance from eight to ten, to possibly 60 to 70 per
meeting. Do you think Franks breakfast could be the reason for the inPost 28 crease. That’s possible also.

Adjutant
Jim Harbison

2– Other things include adding a new entranceway covering the great hall
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from the parking lot.
3– Paving the parking lot and the road that leads to the Post Home.
4– The backing we received for phase I allowed us to completely rebuild the wood window
frames and outside seals, as well as painting all outside woodwork.
5– Phase II allowed us to replace the heating and air conditioning to the entire post home.
6– Phase III allowed us to have a commercial hood installed in the kitchen with stainless steel
counter updates.

7– Thanks to our Auxiliary and Frank Beer the kitchen now has a new commercial stainless
steel refrigerator and a freezer. This a great assistance in being able to function as a commercial kitchen.
8– The Ladies Restroom project has been completed and has all new plumbing.
9– This summer we have had two wonderful summer camps.
A– The flying camp was a great success. Legionnaire Ed Hall was able to captivate his
young camper, as always.

B– Our Jr. Shooters camp was excellent. It was coached by Dave Felty II with help
from Lessie Horton and Dave Felty Sr.
C– Our summer Baseball Program is well on its way as John Barron is off and running
as the new Athletic Director.
10– One thing that has been disappointing has been the turnout of Legionnairs at the Post 28
Bingo Program. I will say the Legionnaires that have worked and played Bingo have been
very faithful. Even without the extra Legionnaire help we have raised enough money to send
42 youth to Palmetto Boys and Girls State the past two years. Had we had a greater turnout we
could have helped some of our veteran’s children with aide or scholarships or other great
things. We are on course to send 20-25 boys and girls next year at a cost of about $30,000.
Please help the Bingo Program when you can and bring a guest or friend. I will enclose
a letter we received from one of our Girls State recipients.
All said, there are a number of projects that you can volunteer to help in the future.
Next month we will talk about the past 10 years: The library, museum, brick walk and
other projects.
Your Friend for God and Country,

Jim Harbison
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THE MEN AND WOMEN? OF SUMMER
It’s that time of year again, and Post 28 is setting
up for another exciting season of American Legion
Baseball.
Only this time they are considering adding a Girls
Fastpitch Softball League. The South Carolina
Department has already established four leagues at other
posts, and Post 28 is considering sponsoring a girls league
this year along with the boys senior and junior leagues.
What that means is that Post 28 Athletic Director
John Barron really needs some extra help.
Anyone willing to pitch in and help the post athletic program is encouraged to do so, whether or not you
have athletic ability or knowledge. Barron is looking for
help in setting up the girls league as well as helping with
the two boys leagues, and helping on game evenings at
the ballpark.
For more information, contact John Barron by calling and leaving a message for him at
the Post; (864) 253-0376, or call him direct at; (864) 285-4037.
America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population
believes that professional wrestling is real, but the moon landing was faked.
David Letterman
-------------------------------------------------------The only reason they say, “Women and Children First,” is to test the strength of the
lifeboats.
Joan Kerr
--------------------------------------------------------

Of all the dogs the Hot Dog is the most noble; It feeds the hand that bites it.
-------------------------------------------------------I weighed myself this morning.
It is clear; I am too small for my weight.
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A sAilor remembers……
When I was young, many years ago….
I joined the Navy. Why, I don’t know….
I served my time, with Honor and Pride….
For this young boy it was quite a ride….
I went to places I’d never dreamed…..
Time went fast, so it seemed….
I met people I’ll never forget…..
And some I wish I’d never met….
But as I think back on those days gone by…..
My Ship, My Shipmates, brings a tear to my eye…
I didn’t know it then, never gave it a thought…
By my time in the Navy could not have been bought…
I guess we all feel the same, after we’re out…
The Pride we feel, that’s what it’s about…..
Having served our Nation, keeping it free….
Protecting our way of life and our Liberty….

And the friends I made along the way…..
Would I do it again? Any day….
And to all my Shipmates, Anchors Aweigh…..
ANONYMOUS
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AFTER YOU CALL 911
You never know what you’ll learn when you attend an American Legion Monthly Membership meeting.
Last month Lori Boyd, coordinator for the Utley Heart Resource Center at Spartanburg
Regional Health Center, brought a crew and taught a class
on cardiopulmonary resuscitation, (CPR) after the meeting.
Many vets have had the training in the past, but Ms.
Boyd explained it has been changed somewhat because often people did not like giving mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to other people.
She explained they are using “Hands Only” now, by
just using chest compressions until a rescue squad arrives.
She stressed that someone should call 911 immediately,
even before beginning resuscitation attempts.
In an attempt to make the Post’s Automatic External
Defibrillator, (AED) more readily available John Barron
moved it from the main office to the coffee room.
It is now beside the refrigerator in case it is ever
needed.
The unit has visual instructions placed inside the package, and also has automatic voice
instructions when it is turned on.
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LEGIONNAIRE APPOINTED TO COUNTY BOARD
As if fixing lunch at Post 28 five days a week wasn’t enough, Mike Fowler was recently
appointed to the Appalachian Council of Government (ACOG) Board by the Spartanburg
County Council for a two-year term.
The ACOG is a voluntary group of
local governments in the six county
Upstate region.
Under the guidance of a 42 member Board of Directors, the council
provides services to member local governments in the areas of grants and economic development, planning, services to
the elderly, economic research and
information, and more.
He also is working with the Post Commander on a project to establish a Community Garden and Farmer’s Market at
the Post Home in Duncan Park.

AUXILIARY SOUP & SALAD MARCH 13
Auxiliary Unit 28 will hold
their annual Soup and Salad Dinner at the Post on Friday, March
13, beginning at 6:00pm.
A great meal for $8.00 per
person, and it is open to one and
all. Gather some friends and come
on by.
Proceeds from the dinner go
to send local rising senior girls to
the Palmetto Girls State for a week
in June at Presbyterian College in
Clinton. SC.
The Unit 28 Auxiliary sent 13 young ladies last year with funds they raised through the
Soup and Salad Dinner, Bean Supper, Yard Sale and other projects.

8

MILITARY STAND DOWN THIS MONTH
The annual SFC Charles A. Judge Memorial Military Stand Down is scheduled for
March 13 at the South Carolina National
Guard and University Readiness Center on the
USC Upstate Campus.

The purpose of the stand down is to
help fill the true needs of veterans and their
families. Last year it saw approximately 200
participants with the help of 400 volunteers
and 45 agencies and organizations providing
information, resources and referrals specific to
the veterans needs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Some of the free services offered include:
Housing Opportunities
Employment Opportunities
Mental Health Services
Medical Screenings
Addiction Services
Vision Screenings
Voter Registration and Photo ID
Clothing—Military Surplus
Blankets & Sleeping Bags
Comfort Kits—Toiletries
Meals
Haircuts
Writing Materials
Veteran Benefits and Counseling
Social Security Benefits
Social Services Benefits
And more……...
The stand down will be open from 9:00am until 3:00pm (Doors close at 2:00pm.)

Veterans will be required to check in at the Veterans Registration Area and are requested
to bring one of the following forms of military service for admittance: DD 214 or U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ID, or Military ID. If none of these are available to the veteran, staff will be there to help the veteran confirm his/her U.S. military service. Registration will open at 8:00am.
For further information call: (864) 978-7201 or (864) 345-3428.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
POST 28
94 W. PARK DR.
SPARTANTBURG, SC
(864) 253-0376

COMMUNITY GARDEN
AND

FArmer’s mArKeT

THE AMERICAN LEGION IS LOOKING FOR PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY
TO HELP ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY GARDEN AND FARMERS MARKET AT THE
LEGION’S HOME IN DUNCAN PARK.
EVERYONE INTERESTED, WHETHER A
VETERAN OR NOT, IS ASKED TO CALL MIKE
FOWLER OR CARROLL OWINGS:
(864) 253-0376 MON-FRI, 10am—2pm
THEY ARE ESPECIALLY LOOKING FOR
PEOPLE WITH GARDENING EXPERIENCE
AND ARE WILLING TO HELP WITH THE
GARDEN. ALSO, EVERYONE INTERESTED
IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE PROJECT
SHOULD ALSO CALL.
THE PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO START
IN APRIL.

SUCCESS DEPENDS ON YOU!!!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO POST 28

Jerry L. Calvert

USMC

William P. Dill

USA

Pamela Jones

USA

Rufus J. Williams USA

AFTER THE STORM
Following the wind, rain and
tornado storm a couple of weeks
ago, Bob and Joanne Greene spent
part of their weekend cleaning
debris off the roadway around the
Post.
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THE NEAR FUTURE
MARCH 2020
2

Post 28 Board Meeting 6:00pm

7

Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting
Breakfast 9:15am Meeting 10:00am

8

Daylight Savings Time Begins

13

Charles Judge Military Stand Down 9:00am

13

Soup and Salad 6:00pm

17

St. Patrick’s Day

19

First Day of Spring

21

Honor Guard Practice 10:00am

30

Post 28 Board Meeting 6:00pm

APRIL 2020
3

Senior Expo 9:00am –2:00pm

4

Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting
Breakfast 9:15am Meeting 10:00am

12

Easter Sunday

15

Tax Day

17

Hamburger/Hot Dog Dinner / Bingo 5:30pm

18

Honor Guard Practice 10:00am

27

Post 28 Board Meeting 6:00pm

MAY

2020
2

Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting
Breakfast 9:15am Meeting 10:00am

10

Mother’s Day

10

Confederate Memorial Day

15

Hamburger/Hot Dog Dinner / Bingo 5:30pm

16

Honor Guard Practice 10:00am

25

Memorial Day

THE HAMBURGER DINNER/BINGO EVENING ON FRIDAY, MARCH 20 IS STILL IN
QUESTION DUE TO A POTENTIAL RENTAL OF THE GREAT HALL.
CALL THE POST OFFICE CLOSER TO THE DATE TO FIND OUT THE FINAL DATE.
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