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The American legion 

For god and country 

94 W. Park Dr                                        Post 28                                864-253-0376 

Spartanburg, SC  29304                                                                               al28sc.org 

SEPTEMBER  2019                      NEWSLETTER  jonsagester82@yahoo.com 

POST 28 TRIP TO THE BIG APPLE 

Text and Photos by Ed Hall 

DAY ONE Thirty-eight Legion       

members and local citizens departed 

on the trip early on the morning of  

August 5.  The weather was great and 

we arrived at our stop for the night in 

Elkridge, MD after spending a lot of 

time stuck in  interstate traffic jams. 

DAY TWO We hit the road to New 

York City to meet our guide for a bus 

tour of Lower Manhattan, and again 

with traffic jams, we eventually visited 

Times Square, the Garment District, Greenwich Village, Little Italy, China Town, 

Trump Building and the Financial District.  At tour’s end  we stopped for BBQ   

supper and back to our next hotel, the Holiday Inn of Hasbrouck Heights in New 

Jersey. 

DAY THREE Back on the bus and back to Lower Manhattan and Battery Park, 

where we loaded onto the boat for our trip to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis       

Boarding the bus and getting ready to depart 

at the Spartanburg Airport. 
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A man was holding his hands over a lady’s eyes:  “If you can’t guess who 

it is in three guesses, I’m going to kiss you.”  The woman said, “Jack 

Frost, Santa Claus or Christopher Columbus.” 

Island.  It was quite a thrill to be in both places.   

 After the boat ride back to the Battery 

we headed for our scheduled tour of the 9/11 

Memorial and Museum.  Our tour was cut 

short when a sudden summer storm blew in 

and caught all of us out in the open. 

 Next stop was a great Italian supper at 

Puglia’s Restaurant, which just happened to 

be celebrating their 100th Anniversary.  Back 

to the hotel, tired and wet. 

DAY FOUR Back to Manhattan and our tour guide.  We asked for a few changes on 

our tour route so we could return to Ground Zero for a tour of the garden, which 

was beautiful and moving. 

 Back into the NYC traffic nightmare for a slow tour of downtown and a  

shopping tour and lunch.   Later that afternoon we departed the Big Apple and 

returned to the first motel in Maryland, and settled in for the evening  We were 

all tired and ready to head for home. 

DAY FIVE After a fine breakfast we loaded up and started back to Spartanburg at 

8:00am.  More traffic jam problems, a side tour of Washington, DC and a       

scheduled stop at the great Marine Corps Museum and lunch.   

 Back on the road again and another traffic jam.  We finally arrived home at 

10:30pm, after 15 hours on the bus. 

 The tour was great and we are already talking about a possible return to 

Washington, DC, or the US Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio. 

The 9/11 Memorial Tower at Ground 

Zero in Manhattan. 
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  Post 28

Jim Harbison 

ADJUTANTS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

              

 Greetings from your Commander.  Boy, what a great 

month we’ve had with all the activities going on. 

 We have sold over $2,000 in Coupon Books, which gives 

the post a very nice profit.  And we have more books to sell.  A     

special thanks goes to Tom Lawson and Bob Greene who spent 

extra time selling many books. 

 Another way to help the Post is to save your aluminum 

cans and bring them in to recycle.— 

 As always, if you have any ideas  or suggestions feel free to call me.            

864-541-3057.  FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, Carrol Owings, Commander 

Commander Post 28       

Carroll Owings 

COMMANDERS COMMENTS 

    The past month has been a very productive one. 

    First, we had 90 members plus at our August monthly  

    meeting.  Our chef, Mike Fowler, put on a great   

    breakfast.   We also welcomed 10 new  members along  

    with six transfers. 

    Secondly, we took a four day trip to New York City and  

    one day at the Marine Corps Museum. 

 I personally had been to New York during my Navy days, but as an engineer.  

Due to sea and anchor detail, I never got to see the Statue of Liberty.  No portoles 

in the engine room. 

 Third, If you were not here on the 20th of August you 

missed a treat.  We had over 300 motorcycles and people 

stop at the Post for lunch.  They were on their way to the 

American Legion National Convention to present a check for 
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one million plus dollars for the scholarship fund for children of vets killed in    

combat, or who are receiving over 50% disability.  The Legion Riders were here for 

about two hours. 

 Fourth, approximately 175 members have paid their 2020 dues.  If you have 

paid and not received your card, call me and we can find out what happened and 

correct it. 

 If you are interested in a ham radio license or working with ham radios, Post 

28 is establishing a Ham Radio Club.  Contact Calvin Bridges for more information. 

 FOR GOD AND COUNTRY,  Jim Harbison, Adjutant. 

IT’S BACK!!!!!!!!!! 

Post 28 Has Resurrected  

Hamburger and Bingo Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday...Sept. 20...6:00pm…$10 Donation 
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IN WITH A ROAR—OUT WITH A SPLASH 

     After much planning and preparation the Post welcomed over 300 Legion     

Riders August 20th as they stopped by for lunch while riding in their 14th Annual 

Legacy Run.   

     Legion Riders from Posts all across the country gather donations throughout 

the year and then get together on the Legacy Run to present their total  donations 

at the Annual American Legion Convention.  The donations are used for           

scholarships for the children of a parent who has lost his/her life in combat, or is 

over 50% disabled while serving their country.  The Legion Riders, as a group, have 

turned in over a million dollars each of the past few years. 

 

Setting up to serve hundreds of           

Chick-Fil-A box lunches took a real task 

force of Post 28 members and friends. 
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Post Commander Carroll Owings 

thanks Legion Riders from nearby 

posts who rode in to help Post 28 

with the event.  Some came from 

Rock Hill, Goose Creek and even  

Charlotte. 

Post Adjutant jim Harbison assumed his usual 

position to welcome the motorized visitors.  He 

can generally be found welcoming any and all   

visitors to the Post, be it a ballgame, luncheon 

or a meeting. 

And come they did.  Thankfully there was room on the perimeter road for all of them to 

park. 

There was visiting 

and good cheer 

throughout the 

grounds as the  

Legion Riders  

rested and ate 

lunch. 
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Regrettably, the Legion Riders got caught in a rain 

shower as they were leaving. 

National 

Commander 

Brett Reistadt 

presents a 

plaque to 

Post 28    

Commander 

Owings, in     

appreciation 

for their  

helping the 

Centennial   

Legacy Ride. 
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 That’s right, Post 28 is 

now serving lunches     

Tuesday through Friday, 

from 11am until 1:30pm. 

 Chef Mike Fowler, a 

member of Post 28, has 

brought his 30-years of    

experience to the American 

Legion and is preparing 

lunches on the noted dates. 

  The menu changes 

daily and the lunches are 

open to everyone, not just 

Legion members. 

 So be sure to stop by 

on Tuesday through Friday 

and enjoy lunch with fellow 

Legionnaires and other  

citizens of Spartanburg. 

 

BEFORE YOU JUDGE A MAN, WALK A MILE IN HIS SHOES. 

AFTER THAT WHO CARES?  HE’S A MILE AWAY AND YOU’VE GOT HIS 

SHOES.       BILL CONNELLY  Irish Comedian 

 

 

I FINALLY REALIZED THAT PEOPLE ARE PRISONERS OF THEIR PHONES– 

THAT’S WHY IT’S CALLED A “CELL PHONE.” 

                      ANONYMOUS 
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 Have you actually looked inside one 

of the “Attractions Dining and Value 

Guide” books that Post 28 is currently 

selling. 

 There are hundreds of dollars in   

savings from hundreds of local             

businesses.  Everything from $10 -$25 off 

at various restaurants to auto parts, craft 

stores, shoe stores and a myriad of other 

businesses in and around Spartanburg. 

 The Post is giving a special discount   

of their own by offering a 2019 Coupon 

Book free if you buy a 2020 book for $20. 

 That means you have four months 

of savings from the 2019 book before you 

start a year’s worth of savings from the 

2020 book. 

 Stop by Post 28 any weekday         

between 10am and 2pm to get your books. 

POST STILL HAS COUPON BOOKS 

Bob Greene, Carroll Owings and Tom 

Lawson were seen selling Coupon 

Books at the Bi-Lo Store a couple of 

weeks ago. 

American  Legion Post 28 baseball team   

member Robert Eli Ewing received a 

four year scholarship to the school of 

his choice, at the Baseball Banquet        

August 13.  L to R are Post 28 Athletic 

Director John Barron, Post Commander 

Owings, Senior Team Coach Mark 

Woody’s father and Ewing,   
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AUXILIARY UNIT 28 YARD SALE 

 There were donations aplenty 

at the Yard Sale.  If you    

couldn’t find it, you must not 

have needed it.  Proceeds 

from the Yard Sale will be 

used to send girls to the 

American Legion Girls State 

next year.  Unit 28 sent 17 

girls this year. 

Many of those who saw to it that 

the Yard Sale was ready.  From the 

left:  Joanne Greene, Martha     

Badger, Jack Wright, Barbara 

Wright, Bob Greene, Tiffany      

Carroll, Carolyn Harbison, Geneva 

Padgett and Harry Royster. 

FASHIONS BY DILLARD’S 

 American Legion Auxiliary Unit 28 will hold their Annual Fashion Show at the 

Post on Saturday, September 14, from 11:00am until 2:00pm.  Tickets are $10.00. 

 Fashions are being furnished by Dillard’s Department Store in WestGate 

Mall, and the fashions will be modeled by members of the Unit.  Dillard’s is a 

chain store with designer apparel, shoes and accessories, beauty products and 

home goods. 



 11 



 12 

OCTOBER 24 –27, 2019 

According to Wystan Hugh Auden  (English-American Poet) 

We are here on earth to do good unto others.  What the others are here 

for I have no idea. 
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WELCOME TO THE NEW MEMBERS 

 

   JOE D. BRYANT    USN 

   TONY HARRISON   USAF 

   CHRISTINE HOROWITZ  USN 

   PAUL M. LEAHY    USAF 

   D. ALLEN LEE    USN 

   JAMES L. MILES    USA 

   SCOTT T. ONGEMACH   USCG 

   EDDIE PEARSON    SAL 

   THOMAS M. POAG   USMC 

   TOM SONN    USA 

 

AMERICAN LEGION 

WORLD SERIES 

2019 CHAMPIONS 

Idaho Falls, ID     
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THE NEAR FUTURE 

  SEPTEMBER 

     2  LABOR DAY 

     2  Post 28 Board Meeting     6:00pm 

     7  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting  

  Breakfast 9:15am  ($5.00)      Meeting 10:00am 

  14  Auxiliary Unit 28 Fashion Show    11:00am —2:00pm 

  20  Hamburger/Bingo Night   $10 for Hamburger Dinner  6:00pm 

   21  Honor Guard Practice    9:30am 

   30  Post 28 Board Meeting    6:00pm 

 OCTOBER 

    5  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting 

  Breakfast 9:15am  ($5.00 Donation)  Meeting 10:00am 

    7—13 Piedmont Interstate Fair 

  18  Hamburger/Bingo Night    $10 for Hamburger Dinner   6:00pm 

  19  Honor Guard Practice    9:30am 

  28  Post 28 Board Meeting     6:00pm 

  31  HALLOWEEN 

 NOVEMBER 

     2  Post 28 Legion and Auxiliary Breakfast Meeting 

   Breakfast 9:15am  ($5.00 Donation)  Meeting 10:00am 

     3  Daylight Savings Time Ends’ - Turn Clocks Back 

   11  VETERANS DAY 

    28  THANKSGIVING DAY 

When we lived in Texas my wife and I visited a “Dude Ranch.”  As the 

cowboy was preparing the horses he asked my wife if she wanted an 

English or Western saddle.  She asked what the difference was and he 

replied the Western had a horn and the English didn’t.  My wife said the 

English would be fine, “I don’t think we’ll run into much traffic. 


